WRITING A THEME PAPER

This assignment requires that you write an essay in which you identify and discuss the main
theme, as well as any sub-themes, within a work of literature. Your essay must be 750 words
(minimum); which would be approximately 2.5 to 3 pages, using 12 font Times New Roman,
double-spaced, with 1 inch margins all around. You must have at least four (“4”) direct long
quotes (4 lines or more) from the book which help to support your ideas about the theme.

Remember that “theme” (sometimes called the “thesis”) is the central and controlling idea of a
literary work. The theme is represented by the actions, images, and the style of a literary work.
Typically, the theme is an insight into the serious, tragic, or comic truth of the human condition.
It is important to note that the theme is not the same as the subject or the conflict. The theme
usually cannot be expressed in a single word. In order to uncover the theme of a literary work,
you must ask yourself the following fundamental question:

e What main ideas, lessons, morals, or important concepts does the author want me to
learn from the story?

As always, substantiate your claims with textual support — using a least four (“4”) long quotes
and other examples from the text. Without the textual support, who can believe your claims?
Your score will certainly go down! Be sure to use correct grammatical form, use quotations for
all quotes, and cite your quotes with (Author, page #). In your “Works Cited” section, list both
the book and any other secondary sources you may have used or quoted. Caution: failure to
properly cite all sources used to write your paper amounts to “plagiarism.”

See Scoring Rubric Below:
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